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worked on them. His knowledge and experi-
ence were important to those of us who had
been working ardently to modernize the tele-
communications industry so that American
companies could compete in a global arena.
The result of our work, The Telecommuni-
cations Act of 1996, was landmark legislation
in which we can all take pride. Tom Barry was
vital to our efforts.

It is in this light that I would like to join my
dear friend and former colleague, Jack
Brooks, and submit his remarks for the
RECORD.

FORMER CONGRESSMAN JACK BROOKS SENDS
CONGRATULATIONS TO THOMAS M. BARRY
UPON HIS APPOINTMENT AS PRESIDENT, SBC
INTERNATIONAL’S TELKOM SOUTH AFRICA
OPERATION

Sometimes, due to circumstances sur-
rounding the nature of one’s position, an in-
dividual shows up briefly in your life but his
contributions, even if for no longer than a
year or so, make him unforgettable. Such an
individual is Thomas M. Barry of SBCI.

As Chairman of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, I had been involved for several years
in an effort to rationalize existing laws and
to develop new legislation to provide for
more open competition in the telecommuni-
cations industry. It was not surprising that
with all the competing and diverse interests
involved, we were having considerable dif-
ficulty and receiving widely conflicting ad-
vise. One significant difficulty was that
there was no one in a leadership role for the
regional Bell companies to present all of
their various concerns to me and to John
Dingell, who as Chairman of the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee was key to
the passage of any telecommunications leg-
islation.

In 1992, Southwestern Bell Telephone Com-
pany selected a seasoned telecommuni-
cations veteran, Tom Barry, as its Senior
Vice President for Federal Relations. When
Tom arrived on the Washington scene, it be-
came readily apparent that we had met a
knowledgeable, experienced expert in all as-
pects of the industry. Not only did he have
an encyclopedic knowledge of the industry
and its issues, but also he brought a reason-
able, enlightened approach to the legislative
dialogue.

While he was an extremely effective advo-
cate for his company, he recognized the need
to be reasonable and with his long experience
was able to place into perspective the vary-
ing participating and often conflicting inter-
ests. He was strongly committed to his com-
pany and to his industry but he never lost
sight of the need to resolve matters equi-
tably if any consensus was to be reached.

When we finally put together a bill with
the leadership of my esteemed former col-
league, John Dingell, although it was not
perfect, it was workable and fair. That we
were able to do so was aided greatly by the
hard work and solid efforts of many individ-
uals, but particularly Tom Barry.

Although our association in retrospect was
fleeting, I believe I came to know him quite
well during our strenuous meetings. He is a
man of integrity. He is an affable, highly in-
telligent individual. We were able to conduct
our work with good humor and respect for
one another’s sincere beliefs. Tom’s superior
intellect and ability to manage situations
and people should serve him well as he trav-
els to South Africa to begin his tenure as
President of SBC International’s Telkom
South Africa operations.

Tom Barry has my warmest congratula-
tions upon his latest appointment within
SBC International. It will be most likely not
be an easy assignment, however, there is no

question in my mind but that he will do an
outstanding job there, as he has with every-
thing else he has undertaken. I wish him and
his family all my best as they begin a new
journey in life. Although South Africa is
quite a long way from the United States, at
least now—through state of the art improve-
ments in telecommunications—it won’t seem
to be that far. I hope that Tom will take
some time to thoroughly enjoy this new
challenging opportunity. Certainly SBC
made a wise decision in the selection of this
fine man to head up their operation.
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Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, during
the week of September 28, 1998, I was ab-
sent due to an illness in my family. I received
an official leave of absence from the Majority
Leader in this regard.

However, had I been present, I would have
voted in the following manner on the following
legislation:

Monday, September 28, 1998

H.R. 3891—Trademark Anticounterfeiting
Act: Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
the bill (Roll Call No. 470): AYE

H.R. 4103—Defense Appropriations Act for
FY 1999: On Agreeing to the Conference Re-
port (Roll Call No. 471): AYE

H.R. 4060—Energy and Water Development
Appropriations for FY 1999: On Agreeing to
the Conference Report (Roll Call No. 472):
AYE

H.R. 3150—Bankruptcy Reform Act: On the
Motion to Instruct Conferees (Roll Call No.
473): AYE

Thursday, October 1, 1998

S. 2073—Juvenile Crime Control and Delin-
quency Prevention Act: On the Motion to Go
to Conference (Roll Call No. 474): AYE

H. Res. 563—Waiving points of order
against the conference report on H.R. 4104,
Fiscal Year 1999 Treasury, Postal, and Gen-
eral Government Appropriations.

On Agreeing to the Resolution (Roll Call
No. 475): AYE

Friday, October 2, 1998

H. Res. 564—providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 4274) making appropriations for
the Department of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and related agen-
cies, for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1999, and for other purposes.

On Agreeing to the Resolution (Roll Call
No. 476): AYE
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On approving the Journal (Roll Call No.
477): AYE

H.R. 4101—making appropriations for Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies pro-
grams for the fiscal year ending September
30, 1999, and for other purposes.

On Motion to Recommit Conference Report
with Instructions (Roll Call No. 478): NAY

On Agreeing to the Resolution (Roll Call
No. 479): AYE
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Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to the own-
ers and operators of the Tigges farmers mar-
ket in Weld County. Mary Tigges handles the
gardening, her son Ken creates unique metal
sculptures, and her two daughters contribute
crafts such as hand-crafted bears and painted
gourds for decoration and bird houses. Be-
sides being a family business amidst 20 acres
of pumpkins and thousands of pepper and to-
mato plants, the Tigges market is unique be-
cause it does business on the honor system.
Children play in the pumpkin patch, while
shoppers are free to purchase fresh produce
while no one is around. The Tigges dem-
onstrate a special trust in the good nature and
honesty of people that shop at their market.
And Mr. Speaker, I am happy to say that they
have never had any problems with this policy.
I salute the Tigges family for their fine work
and service, and all the good people that up-
hold the values that make rural Colorado such
a wonderful place.
f
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and honor Admiral T. Joseph
Lopez, U.S. Navy, as he prepares to retire
upon completion of 39 years of faithful service
to our Nation.

A native of Powellton, West Virginia, Admi-
ral Lopez entered the United States Navy in
September 1959, and was commissioned an
Ensign via the Seaman-to-Admiral Program in
December 1964. His educational background
includes a Bachelor of Arts (Cum Laude) in
International Relations, and a Master of
Science in Personnel Management. Admiral
Lopez is currently the only serving admiral
who enlisted, was commissioned through the
seaman to admiral program, and currently
wears four stars.

Upon commissioning, Admiral Lopez was
assigned to U.S.S. Eugene A. Greene (DD
711), which deployed to both the Mediterra-
nean Sea and the Gulf of Tonkin. He then at-
tended the U.S. Naval Destroyer School in
Newport, RI, immediately returning to sea as
Weapons Officer onboard U.S.S. Lind (DD
703), which also deployed to Vietnam. Admiral
Lopez received his first command in Septem-
ber 1969, when he assumed the duties as
Commander, River Assault Division 153,
which operated in the Mekong Delta in Viet-
nam and as part of a counter-offensive into
Cambodia in May 1970.

Admiral Lopez attended the Naval Post-
graduate School in Monterey, CA, from 1970–
73 and the Armed Forces Staff College in
1974. He was then assigned as Flag Sec-
retary and Staff Officer for Commander, Cruis-
er-Destroyer Group Eight from 1974 to 1977.
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